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hitherto closed to him were thrown open. He was
in the prime of his young manhood when he took
his first plunge into the glorious Shakespearian
flood. While reveling in the poetry of the great
masters, in the adventures of travelers, in the his-
tory of nations, and in the wit and satire of Sterne
and Swift, he neither neglected his studies, nor
omitted frequently to try his own wings in song.
These first six months of academy life were full
of intense activity. He had written in 1825
and 1826 about a dozen poems, which are extant,
although some of them were never printed. In
1827, there were published, in the Haverhill
"Gazette" alone, forty-seven of his poems, and
forty-nine in 1828. As he found these copied by
other papers, he occasionally sent his work to the
Boston " Statesman," edited by Nathaniel Greene,
a kinsman of his, and to the "National Philan-
thropist," edited by Garrison after he gave up the
"Free Press." He used a variety of signatures,
a favorite one being " Adrian;" when he wrote
in the Scottish dialect he took the name of "Don-
ald;" and still further to conceal his identity he
occasionally signed his poems "Timothy," "Mi-
cajah," and "Ichabod." All not signed with
either of these names had the letter " W." for sig-
nature. The first poem that appeared with his
full name was a long one, entitled " The Outlaw,"
printed in the "Gazette," October 28, 1828.
Nearly all have dates indicating the year and the
month of their composition. There were ten
poems written in the two months before he entered
the academy, besides the ode sung at the dedica-
tion. Of this ode no copy has been found.